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Jason Hull • Skidmore

Dylan Rosier • Mound City

Jay Schutte • Benton City

Brent Hoerr • Palmyra

Jay Fischer • Jefferson City

Brian Lehman • Versailles

Clint Stephens • Advance

Allen Rowland • Dexter

Gary Porter • Mercer

Matt Lambert • Laclede

Kyle Kirby • Liberal

Mike Moreland • Harrisonville

Greg Schneider • Warrenton

Mark Scott • Wentzville

A 14-member board of grower-
leaders, elected by their peers, 
directs both the Missouri Corn 
Growers Association and the Missouri 
Corn Merchandising Council.

MCGA members have achieved 
monumental corn and ethanol 
milestones over the last four decades. 
Being a member allows the industry to 
band together, reinforce key policies, 
and ensure proactive measures are in 
place to protect your right to farm.  
Join now at www.mocorn.org.
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We thought it couldn’t get any worse 

than the dry summer and wet fall 

harvest last year. That turned into a wet 

spring, with flooding over a lot of the 

state, prevented planting acres higher 

than ever, and many acres still under 

water. It is times like these the work of 

the Missouri Corn Merchandising Council 

is more important than ever. 

With commodity prices where they 

are, and tight margins, the work we’re 

doing in Mexico will pay dividends 

down the road. Earlier this year, I was 

part of a delegation that traveled to 

Ciudad Obregon, Mexico. I wasn’t sure 

what to expect, but the farmers in this 

region are a tech-savvy, business-savvy 

group looking for better nutrients for 

their livestock. They had been using 

U.S. distiller’s dried grains with solubles 

(DDGS), but in a limited quantity due to 

the challenges of unloading rail cars. 

That’s where Missouri Corn comes in. 

We helped purchase a specialized 

unloader that offered the ability to go 

from a few rail cars a year, to unit trains 

of DDGS. The increased demand for 

U.S. DDGS translates to more markets for 

your corn here at home. This also helps 

reinforce a partnership with our top corn 

customer – which is especially important 

considering current trade negotiations. 

With our partners at the U.S. Grains 

Council and the U.S. Meat Export 

Federation, we are diligently working 

to promote corn and corn co-products 

around the globe. We are also working 

to build markets domestically with 

the growth of E15 and investments in 

research to optimize the next generation 

of vehicles with higher ethanol blends. 

Additionally, we have an eye on 

education. Programs range from 

our third-grade online curriculum, to 

advocacy training in our Missouri FFA 

HYPE program, to scholarships for high 

school seniors and college juniors, 

to our CornRoots young leadership 

development program. We are doing 

all we can to help ensure the next 

generation is ready to meet the food, 

feed, and fuel challenges of the future. 

The work we’re doing today is making 

a difference for tomorrow. Through 

our collective efforts, we are growing 

corn markets with exports, ethanol, and 

livestock. Thank you for being a partner 

in moving our industry forward. 

Sincerely,

Mike Moreland, MCMC Chairman

Corn farmer from Cass County
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WORKING TOGETHER TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE

L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E

MCMC CHAIRMAN
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L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E

MCGA PRESIDENT

CORN FARMERS WORKING FOR CORN FARMERS

This was probably the most difficult 

planting season I’ve had in the last 

decade. In May, there was only a 4-day 

window to get in the field. About 40 

percent of my corn was planted in June 

– and I’m thankful for what I was able 

to get in the ground. So many farmers 

across the state couldn’t plant anything 

or lost what little was in the field. It would 

be an understatement to say it’s a 

challenging year for farmers. 

As the disaster bill was being crafted, 

a Missouri Corn delegation traveled 

to Washington, D.C., to meet with our 

elected officials. The goal was to push 

for coverage of stored grain and all 

other available avenues for disaster 

assistance. That’s what MCGA is all 

about: farmers fighting for farmers. 

Agriculture is a community and never 

was that more obvious than at the 

Missouri State Capitol. I think back to 

April; farmers from different sectors and 

different parts of the state traveled to 

Jefferson City to lobby on behalf of 

Senate Bill 391. Our goal was to remove 

the unscientific county restrictions 

limiting livestock and poultry expansion 

in Missouri so the next generation 

would have the opportunity to diversify 

and grow if needed. Through all the 

commodity groups pulling together 

and all the hard work, the bill passed! 

Working together, we were able to 

generate real change.

Another long, hard fight came to an 

end in May with the approval of year-

round E15. Because we were engaged 

in the discussions, submitted comments, 

and kept the pressure up, we were able 

to expand opportunities in the ethanol 

market. Now, there is still work to do. 

EPA must stop granting the small refinery 

exemptions that destroy demand for 

corn-based ethanol. 

Finally, we need Congress to pass the 

U.S.-Mexico-Canada Trade Agreement 

(USMCA). Unlike my planting report, I’m 

optimistic we’ll see some progress here, 

but only if we stay engaged. We need 

to keep working to maintain current 

trade agreements, grow our markets, 

protect our livelihood, and look for every 

available opportunity moving forward.

Thanks for your continued support,

Mark Scott, MCGA President

Corn farmer from St. Charles County
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GOVERNOR SIGNS 
MOMENTOUS LEGISLATION

Opening Opportunities for Livestock 
Expansion = More Corn Grind

At a time when many facets of our 

industry are facing challenges, it is 

reassuring to share exciting, positive 

outcomes. Missouri’s legislative session 

adjourned May 17 with several wins for 

agriculture. The most significant victory 

was getting Senate Bill 391 across the 

finish line. The bill ensures counties 

will not be allowed to enact arbitrary 

county health ordinances more stringent 

than state standards. Missouri Gov. Mike 

Parson topped off the success June 8 

at a ceremonial signing with industry 

leaders.

“The passage of Senate Bill 391 will 

open the door of opportunity for young 

families in agriculture, and expansion of 
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our state’s livestock sector,” said MCGA 

President Mark Scott of Wentzville. 

“Corn producers in this state have 

long supported opportunities to add 

value to our product here at home 

whether feeding livestock or through 

our development of Missouri’s ethanol 

industry. Our state is better when 

regulations are consistently applied 

to ensure fairness and economic 

development. We thank our champions 

in the Capitol for carrying this heavy 

load, and our partners in agriculture 

for standing together to support this 

measure to increase corn consumption 

in our state.” 

The Missouri Corn Growers Association 

was in the trenches with members of the 

Missouri Soybean Association, Missouri 

Cattlemen’s Association, Missouri Pork 

Association, Missouri Farm Bureau, 

and other partners to push for policy 

allowing farm families the opportunity 

to invest in expanding their operations 

with uniform, science-based regulations 

as a guide at the state level. After 

more than a decade of attempts to 

address economic obstacles caused 

by a patchwork of unfounded county 

ordinances, the stars aligned with the 

right leadership, in the right place, at the 

right time.

Missouri Governor Mike Parson signs Senate Bill 391 into effect, as MCGA President Mark Scott looks on.
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Above: Missouri Corn CEO and Missouri Farmers Care Chairman Gary Marshall speaks at the Senate Bill 391 Lobby Day at the State Capitol.

SCR 14 – Transportation Bonding

SCR 14 approved Gov. Parson’s proposal for $301 million in bonding for bridges in Missouri, mostly in rural areas. A provision was 

added that bonds would not be approved until the state received a federal Infra-Grant to rebuild the Rocheport I-70 bridge.  

The final budget passed by the General Assembly also included an additional $50 million for transportation funding. 

O T H E R

LEGISLATIVE VICTORIES

SB 83 – Partition of Property

Dubbed the “Save the Family Farm Act,” this legislation gives preference to the potential landowner who will continue to farm the 

ground in cases where there is not clear estate planning in place.  

HB 266 – Missouri Bourbon

The bill designates the term “Missouri Bourbon” and requires it to be distilled in Missouri oak barrels and contain 100 percent Missouri-

grown corn.

SB 133 – Plant Industries Fee

A culmination of last year’s bill that required an interim committee look at the Missouri Department of Agriculture’s Division of Plant 

Industries fees to ensure viability of the division. Missouri Corn worked to ensure fees were equitable to the cost of each individual 

program, not leaving a few to subsidize other division areas. 



7M I S S O U R I  C O R N  |  2 0 1 9  M I D -Y E A R  R E P O R T

D I S A S T E R

RELIEF PROGRAMS

Flooding up and down the Missouri and Mississippi Rivers has brought renewed attention to the management of our river systems. 

Missouri Corn is engaged every step of the way to ensure the farmer voice is heard. For now, the need for timely repairs is vital. Every 

day a levee is left unrepaired is a day a farmer is left vulnerable to floodwaters.  

With recovery efforts beginning, Missouri Corn wants to bring awareness to the various programs and assistance available to 

farmers. The first step is to talk with your crop insurance agent. The second is to communicate with your local FSA office to get a 

better grasp of the programs available.

Disaster Assistance

Farm Service Agency Programs

Cover Crops

On May 20, President Trump approved Governor Parson’s request for a major disaster declaration in 13 counties in northwest and 

southeast Missouri from flooding and storms occurring between March 11 and April 16. The federal disaster package was passed by 

Congress and signed by President Trump June 6. On July 9, President Trump approved Missouri’s second request for a major disaster 

declaration to assist residents and businesses in 20 counties in the state affected by flooding, tornadoes, and severe storms that 

began April 29 and continue to impact the state.

The Emergency Conservation Program provides emergency funding and technical assistance to farmers to rehabilitate farmland 

damaged by flooding, including debris removal, leveling land, and restoring conservation structures. There is a cost-share for this 

program up to 75 percent. The Emergency Loan Program provides loans to help producers recover from production and physical 

losses through FSA. Contact your local FSA office for more information. 

USDA announced June 26 reduced trade mitigation payments would be available to farmers who grow cover crops on acreage  

that was prevented from planting due to wet weather. Additionally, USDA’s Risk Management Agency announced the final haying 

and grazing date for farmers who were prevented from planting will be changed from Nov. 1 to Sept. 1. This will allow for more options 

on ground which was prevented from planting and provide for a larger window to hay, cut, or graze crops for silage, baleage,  

or haylage.
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CONTINUING TO BUILD 
DEMAND IN MEXICO
Working to Feed Livestock 
in Top Corn Market

Earlier this spring, the Missouri Corn 

Merchandising Council joined the 

U.S. Grains Council and the Regional 

Livestock Pork Producers Union of 

Sonora (Union) in Ciudad Obregon, 

Mexico. Together, the group signed a 

memorandum of understanding (MOU) 

acknowledging a multi-year effort to 

increase imports of U.S. distiller’s dried 

grains with solubles (DDGS) into the 

country.

 

The project is a joint investment made 

between Missouri Corn and the Union 

in 2018 in which each group purchased 

unloaders–known as “stingers”–for 
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the Ciudad Obregon rail terminal in 

the state of Sonora, where U.S. DDGS 

will be stored and utilized. A stinger 

is a hydraulic arm that will help the 

Union unload DDGS from railcars more 

efficiently.

“Global market access has always 

been a key component of what MCMC 

and our longstanding partners at the 

U.S. Grains Council do to find new 

demand for corn and corn co-products, 

including ethanol and DDGS,” MCMC 

Chairman Mike Moreland said. “We 

have aggressively invested Missouri 

corn checkoff dollars into Mexico over 

the last five years. Today, Mexico is the 

number one international destination for 

U.S. corn.”

 

To tap into Sonora’s potential, the 

Council hosted pork producers via a 

trade team to Kansas and Minnesota 

in 2017, showcasing the merits of DDGS 

and identifying the constraint of having 

no stingers at the rail terminal in their 

area. Missouri Corn stepped in to help 

fund the purchase of one stinger, and 

the Union purchased a second one to 

make unloading even more efficient.

 

“We are grateful to the U.S. Grains 

Council and the Missouri Corn 

Merchandising Council for the 

assistance with the stinger. The 

celebration of the installation of the two 

stingers is important because U.S. DDGS 

will help us lower our production costs 

at the farm level,” said Gerardo Ramos, 

treasurer of the Union. 

The MOU signing caps off the program, 

but the effort does not end there. The 

parties agreed to schedule periodic 

reviews of the equipment, evaluate 

progress and identify opportunities, 

problems, and strategies for the 

successful, ongoing development of  

the project.
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Missouri Corn Merchandising Council Chairman Mike Moreland signs the MOU in Ciudad Obregon, Mexico to acknowledge
a multi-year effort to increase imports of U.S. distiller’s dried grains with solubles (DDGS) into the country.
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WE NEED MARKETS NOW

of U.S. beef is exported
of U.S. pork 
is exported

Top Beef Volume Export Markets: Top Pork Volume Export Markets:

U.S. beef exports added U.S. pork exports added
per head
to fed cattle.

per head
to fall hogs.

• Japan 
• Mexico 
• Korea

• Mexico 
• Japan 
• China/Hong Kong

13%
24%

$278 $48.38

Submit Comments:  
www.mocorn.org/policy

As trade aid and tariff discussions renew, 

MCGA is strongly urging the ratification 

of the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Trade 

Agreement (USMCA), which will secure 

a $3.2 billion export market for corn 

farmers. Passage will also open the door 

to other markets and establish important 

standards for future trade agreements. 

Mexico and Canada are two of the  

U.S. corn industry’s largest, most  

reliable markets. 

Thanks to the work of the Missouri corn 

checkoff, the U.S. Grains Council and 

others, Mexico was the top market 

for U.S. corn in 2017/2018 importing a 

record high 618 million bushels, up nearly 

13 percent from 2016/2017. It was also 

the largest customer for U.S. DDGS in 

2017/2018, purchasing 2.13 million tons, 

up 3 percent year-over-year. 

Agriculture is facing challenging times 

and U.S. corn farmers cannot afford 

to lose these markets. It is time to pass 

USMCA. Make your voice heard by 

visiting www.mocorn.org/policy.

QUICK STATS:

• Corn exports up 14 percent 

this marketing year

• Ethanol exports rose 19 

percent last year, key market 

growth in Asia, EU, and South 

America this year

• U.S. beef was granted full 

access to Japanese market

• Mexico removed duties on 

U.S. pork; Canada removed 

duties on U.S. beef

• Missouri Corn has hosted 11 

international trade groups to 

build relationships,  

market access
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MFA Rail Facility, Hamilton  

PRESIDENT TRUMP 
DELIVERS ON E15 
PROMISE

QUICK STATS:

After years of growers and ethanol 

industry partners fighting to bring E15 

to the market year-round, the Trump 

Administration released a finalized 

rule allowing year-round sales at the 

pump, just before the June 1 mark of 

the summer fuel season. This was some 

much-needed good news for Missouri 

corn farmers.

• New testing shows 6 percent 

fuel economy gains on high 

octane E25

• Consumers surpassed 8 billion 

miles driven on E15

• All Crappie Masters 

circuit winners using E10, 

dispelling myths of ethanol’s 

performance in boats
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Securing year-round access to E15 has 

been a priority for MCGA. We have 

long said the Environmental Protection 

Agency had the legal authority to 

grant the Reid Vapor Pressure waiver 

and allow an American-made fuel to 

compete in the marketplace. Nearly 90 

percent of vehicles on the road today 

are 2001 or newer and approved for E15 

use. Before this rule was finalized, fuel 

retailers were restricted to selling E15 to 

flex-fuel vehicles only during the peak 

driving season. Missouri corn farmers are 

excited for drivers to have this option 

and experience lower fuel prices while 

reducing emissions, improving air quality, 

and providing greater greenhouse gas 

reductions.

Kevin Ross, NCGA Vice President and corn farmer from Minden, Iowa, urges President Trump administration to end the practice of granting small 
refinery exemptions to the Renewable Fuel Standard. “Mr. President, you delivered on E15, but we have more work to do,” Ross said. “Small refinery 
waivers are undermining the RFS.”
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Jay Schutte, Schutte Farms, Benton City Saale Farm and Grain, West Alton 

SMALL REFINERY 
EXEMPTIONS DESTROY 
ETHANOL DEMAND

Despite a win on E15, the ethanol 

industry continues to take a loss on the 

EPA’s ongoing Renewable Fuel Standard 

(RFS) small refinery exemptions. These 

absolutions, granted to profitable oil 

refineries, damage the ethanol industry 

and undermine the intent of the RFS. 

Since early 2018, EPA has granted 53 

exemptions to refineries for the 2016 and 

2017 RFS compliance years, totaling 

more than 2.5 billion ethanol-equivalent 

gallons of renewable fuel. An additional 

38 exemption petitions are pending for 

the 2018 RFS compliance year. 

Sponsored by Missouri Corn, professional anglers Kevin Jones and Billy Don Surface claim victory April 20 at the first leg of the Missouri State 
Championship Crappie Masters Tournament Trail. The Renewable Fuels Association and National Corn Growers Association are also tournament 
sponsors to help fuel ethanol knowledge in the boating community.
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Moving forward, we continue to push 

EPA to stop granting these exemptions 

to oil refineries boasting multi-million-

dollar profits and be transparent in 

the process. At the same time, we will 

continue working with our partners 

in the ethanol and auto industries to 

ensure the next generation of vehicles 

are optimized to run on higher blends of 

American-made, renewable fuels.
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There is more disaster assistance 

available this year than ever before. 

That is due in part to our unified 

efforts in lobbying for expanded crop 

insurance and prevented planting 

assistance along with disaster and 

trade mitigation. Although this will 

not make up for all losses, we’re 

working at every level to help in this 

unprecedented year. As always, 

please call the Missouri Corn office at 

(800) 827-4181 with any questions.

WE’RE HERE TO HELP • (800) 827-4181


